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"In Germany," said I, "twenty-five years after
the Franco-German war, we were still, in our
schools, holding an annual commemoration of the
victory of Sedan. This ceremony kept the bitter-
ness of the French alive. To-day our sometime
enemies are doing the same thing as regards the
battle of the Marne. Why do you continue such
celebrations, which can only mortify the foes of
yesterday?"
"When we celebrate our entry into the war,
on May 24, 1915, we do not do so as a triumph
over the vanquished. This fact will give you the
key to my whole political attitude. For us the
date is a revolutionary landmark, seeing that
then the people came to a decision in defiance of
the wishes of the parliamentarians. It was really
the beginning of the fascist revolution.*'
"It is hard for children to grasp the distinction.
Commemorations of victory enter into their
blood. Children are cruel to animals, and for that
reason they are easily trained up to love war
for its own sake/'
"Blood!" he repeated cantankerously. "People
seem only to become aware that a war is in progress
when blood flows. Have we not a tariff war
to-day? Every one buys Ford cars because they
-ere cheaper, and while doing so every one curses
America."
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